Revitalization and Placemaking (RAP) Fund Program
2024 and 2025

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. Is Revitalization and Placemaking (RAP) funding currently available?

o Performance-based RAP grants are currently available for real estate redevelopment
projects. These can be applied for on a rolling basis as funds are available. Please see
the guidelines for the RAP program found at this link and contact your region’s
Community Development Manager to inquire about applying.

o Performance-based grants for public space place-based infrastructure projects and
facade program implementation will be available in fiscal year 2025 through a
competitive grant process. The application window is anticipated to be November 2024
through January 2025.

2. How much funding is/will be available?
The available RAP Fund budget will be deployed as follows:
o Approximately $50 million for real estate redevelopment projects.
o Approximately $25 million for public space place-based infrastructure projects and
facade program implementation.

3. Whoiis eligible?
Each sub program has unique eligible applicants:

o RAP real estate redevelopment: Eligible applicants are individuals or entities working to
rehabilitate vacant, underutilized, blighted, and historic structures

o Public space place-based infrastructure: Eligible applicants are municipal entities or
economic development organizations working to develop permanent place-based
infrastructure associated with traditional downtowns, social-zones, outdoor dining and
placed-based public spaces.

o Fagade and Public Space Sub-Grant: Eligible applicants are economic development
organizations and municipal entities working to improve the vibrancy in traditional
downtowns and neighborhood commercial nodes by investing in place-based
infrastructure on publicly owned and maintained properties or investing in private
building facades through an existing and active fagade improvement program.

4. Will geographic distribution continue to be a consideration when selecting projects?
A minimum of one RAP public space place-based project will be supported within each of the
ten prosperity regions as deemed feasible based on application eligibility and availability of
funds. When considering all RAP funding that is projected to be available for public space place-
based infrastructure, subgrants, and real estate redevelopment RAP grants, targets have been
set for each prosperity region. These targets will only be met if eligible applicants with eligible
shovel-ready projects apply for the funding. Efforts will be made to reserve funding for the
proposed geographic distribution until March 31, 2025. After that date, projects in any region
may be awarded available RAP funding without consideration for geographic distribution.

o Region 1 RAP funding target: $4,900,000


https://www.michiganbusiness.org/49c837/globalassets/documents/arpa/rap-3-guidelines.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/492f36/globalassets/documents/maps/cateam-map.pdf

Region 2 RAP funding target: $4,900,000
Region 3 RAP funding target: $4,500,000
Region 4 RAP funding target: $9,900,000
Region 5 RAP funding target: $5,800,000
Region 6 RAP funding target: $6,900,000
Region 7 RAP funding target: $5,500,000
Region 8 RAP funding target: $6,600,000
Region 9 RAP funding target: $7,600,000
Region 10 RAP funding target: $18,400,000

O O O O O O O O O

What is the minimum funding match for the RAP grants?

RAP will fund a maximum of 50% of the eligible project costs. Matching funds can come from a
variety of other sources and must be secured in advance of the application being submitted and
considered for an award.

How do you define Public Space?

A public space is a physical location that is generally open and accessible to the public, without
cost, and is owned and maintained for the public good. Public space can be used for recreation,
public use, or as places for people to gather.

What is considered eligible property for public space place-based infrastructure grants?

o Public space place-based infrastructure projects must be located in central city
neighborhoods, traditional downtowns, central business districts, or adjacent walkable
neighborhoods. Projects will aim to create amenity-rich, walkable areas that contribute
to vibrant mixed-use districts.

o Generally speaking, public space place-based infrastructure will be located on property
owned and maintained by a local or regional unit of government or other tax-exempt
non-profit organization as recognized by the IRS.

o The majority of the space should be free and open to the general public. Any use that
generates revenue should be contributing to the vibrancy and sustainability of the space
and its attractiveness for use by the general public. Space that is leased to a private
entity or that is restricted from the general public cannot consume the entire space.

In previous years, the MEDC has used a competitive application process to determine RAP
Recipients. Will that continue?
Public space place-based infrastructure RAP recipients and facade program implementation
grant recipients will be determined through a competitive application process as
described herein. Real estate redevelopment RAP recipients will not be determined by a
funding round in the foreseeable future. Instead, the MEDC will be taking those
applications in on a rolling basis similar to the Community Revitalization Program. Evaluating
the real estate redevelopment RAP applications in this way, aligns public support with the
project’s unique pre- development process.

What is the timeline for the public space place-based funding round and the fagcade program
implementation grant round?

The funding round was announced in September. The application window will open by the first
week of November and close around the last week of January. Awards are anticipated to be
announced in the spring of 2025.
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Can projects applying for RAP grants use other tools offered by the MEDC?

In some instances, tax increment financing as approved by the Michigan Strategic Fund may be
used along with RAP funding, but no other MEDC or MSF funding will likely be layered with RAP
funding.

Will Subgrant Awards still be available under RAP? (Answer updated 11-14-2024)

Subgrant applications will be accepted for coordinated public space place-based infrastructure
requests or facade program implementation requests. Each subrecipient within the subgrant
application can request no more than the lessor of $500,000 or 50% of the project’s eligible
expenses. There is no minimum grant amount for each subrecipient.

How will RAP Awards be disbursed?

RAP awards will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis in two segments. 50% of the award
disbursed when the applicant has incurred and expended funds for eligible costs equal to 100%
of the award amount, and the remaining 50% of the award amount will be disbursed after the
project is complete and the applicant has incurred and expended fund for eligible costs equal to
at least 200% of the award amount.

How much RAP funding can we apply for?
RAP Fund application limitation amounts are shown below:

o Real estate redevelopment awards will typically be limited to $1.5 million with some
exceptions to allow for grants of up to $5 million for projects with a larger funding gap
and an extraordinary economic development impact or public benefit as determined by
the MEDC

o Public space place-based infrastructure RAP awards will range between a $500,000
minimum award amount and a $1,000,000 maximum award amount

o There is no minimum or maximum request amount for subgrant applications, but
applicants are encouraged to only include the most competitive projects and to
recognize that all projects in the grant application must meet readiness requirements
and have all funding sources secured. There is no minimum grant amount for each
subrecipient grant within the subgrant application, but the maximum grant amount for
each subrecipient grant request within the subgrant application is limited to the lessor
of $500,000 or 50% of Eligible Costs.

What considerations will be evaluated in public space place-based infrastructure RAP
applications?
The following considerations will be evaluated in the application:

1) Broad support, partnerships and impact

2) Alignment with local planning goals;

3) Location and contribution to place infrastructure ecosystem

4) Project readiness, evidenced by complete design, community support, funding/match

availability and construction schedule;

5) Universal design and accessibility

6) Four-seasons programing of the space;

7) Cultural and social engagement or recreation opportunities;

8) Demonstrated funding or partnerships to ensure long-term maintenance;

9) Use of the space by small-business operators.



15. What fagade work will be competitive?

Facade program implementation grants will be offered through a competitive application round
to eligible applicants who must have or be a participant in the administration of an existing,
currently active, locally-administered facade improvement program for privately owned
buildings. The following considerations will be detailed in the application:
1) Expansion of an existing, transparent and predictable facade program with a clear and
timely application process;
2) Demonstrated connection between fagade program and local plan(s) (downtown
development plans, corridor improvement plans, organization’s mission, etc.);
3) Facade program priorities that are reflected in selection process and previously
supported projects;
4) Strong consideration for historic preservation/restoration;
5) Design assistance for individual facade projects or, at a minimum, locally-approved
design guidelines;
6) Requirement for sustainable/resilient building materials, and building maintenance
plans;
7) Anidentified pipeline of facade projects that the applicant wishes to support.

16. What are the considerations for real estate redevelopment projects?

All RAP real estate redevelopment applications will be evaluated on the following required
criteria:
1) Alignment with a local vision and goals identified in a master plan, downtown plan,
capital improvement plan and/or economic development strategy;
2) Extent of reuse of vacant or underutilized properties that are located in and have
potential to contribute to a vibrant walkable mixed-use district.
3) Construction readiness as evidenced by local approvals, public support, secured
financing, and market demand;
4) Associated with and a catalyst for business growth and retention;
5) Demonstration of financial need and long-term viability, with reasonable costs and
other funding sources explored and maximized;
6) Ability to increase taxable value and attracts residents.

Updated 10/14/2024
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Will the webinar recording and presentation be available to access after the webinar? Is there
a flyer or packet that summarizes the information for the program?

The webinar recording, pdf of the slides, and all program information can be found on the RAP
Program webpage at https://www.michiganbusiness.org/rap/

Is the November 13" webinar just for the placemaking application? If we have a real estate
project, is there another webinar or more information specific to that application? Or do we
just contact our MEDC rep?

The November 13™ webinar will focus on the applications for place-based infrastructure and
facades. For more information about the application and process for Real Estate projects under
the RAP program, please reference the RAP website and contact your region’s Community
Development Manager to inquire about applying.
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What all would | need for the real estate development funding application?
Please see the information on the RAP website and contact your region’s Community
Development Manager to inquire about applying.

Will regional sub-grants for real estate redevelopment be allowed?
No, all real estate redevelopment grants will apply individually when they are ready. In this
funding round, subgrants are specifically for Public Space and Facade Improvement projects.

Will there be an administrative fee allowance/ administrative capture allowed for RAP
regional subgrants?

Yes, the subgrants are able to request funding for reasonable grant administration costs of up to
the lesser of 10% of their total grant request or $120,000 to any single entity. Direct grants are
not eligible for funding for grant administration.

Do subgrantees have certain performance and compliance obligations, or is it up to the
primary grantee to comply and/or certify with those?

The grantee who is administering the subgrant program will have performance and compliance
obligations as part of their grant agreement with the MEDC. In order to successfully administer
the subgrant program the grantee will require the subrecipients to adhere to performance and
compliance obligations as part of a grant agreement between the grantee and the subrecipient.

Can one entity apply on their own for a subgrant program or does there need to be multiple
entities represented on the application?
A single entity can submit a subgrant application.

What is the minimum amount for the Facade grant?
The RAP program does not set a minimum requirement for an individual facade grant. There
may be a minimum set by the local facade improvement program.

Are their job creation requirements for facade projects?
No.

For facade grants, do construction permits need to be pulled in advance of applying for the
grant in order to show that local approvals are in place.

No. The local approvals referred to for facades would be approval from the Downtown
Development Authority or other entity that would approve the design and any local matching
funds. Actual construction permits would not be necessary in advance of applying for the grant.

Can you explain what pre-approvals at the local level should be in place before applying for
the Facade Grant? Does the design have to have City approval prior? Historic District
Commission approval? Etc.

There needs to be some level of initial vetting and verification of availability of funding.
Readiness in terms of other local approvals will help the application score higher.

If the locally-administered facade program already requires a 50% match from grant
recipients, can the RAP grant be used to cover the other 50% for the project?
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Yes, as long as the 50% match is secured, it can come from the grantee (entity administering the
facade program) or the subrecipient (building owner), or some combination of both. Having
some funding from each could make the application more competitive. Funding for the facade
program is being allocated to locally-administered, currently active facade improvement
programs to help increase capacity of these programs and improve the buildings in their
community.

Could a project apply as part of a regional facade subgrant program, and also submit as a
standalone real estate project?

The facade improvement alone may not be competitive if the entire building needs to be
redeveloped. If the property is applying for a real estate redevelopment grant, it is
recommended to include the facade improvement as part of that project.

If a program has not awarded any facade grants yet because of not having funds, but has
guidelines and application form completed, can they apply for Facade grants?

Yes, any currently active, locally administered facade program can apply for funding under the
Facade Improvement Subgrant Application, however a program that does not have a track
record of experience will not be very competitive when scored against other programs.

Can you define neighborhood commercial node and central business district?

o A neighborhood commercial node is a grouping of commercial or mixed-use buildings
that create a hub for retailers or employers within a neighborhood. These are typically
found in larger communities where there is density to support both a downtown and
neighborhood commercial nodes.

o A central business district is the commercial center for a city, often times it is the
downtown. It is the area of densely concentrated commercial activity that forms the
core of economic activity and population density in a city or region.

Can you define what exactly is "public space place-based infrastructure"?

Public amenity that is not intended to be temporary, and that positively contributes to cultural,
social and/or recreational interactions in a traditional downtown or other mixed-use area with
abundant accommodations for nonmotorized transportation.

Can you define "project readiness"?

Project readiness refers to the ability to start construction without delays. Project readiness is
demonstrated by having site control, having complete site plans or architectural designs, having
local approvals, and having funding secured.

What is universal design?

Universal design refers to environments designed to be able to be used to the greatest extent
possible by the widest range of people possible.

Update 10/28/24: By law, all projects must meet ADA guidelines. Universal design is a broader
philosophy than the ADA, which is a civil rights law. Universal design is intended to create spaces
that are accessible to everyone, while the ADA's design guidelines are only the minimum
requirements. Universal Design is defined as the design of products and environments to be
usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, without the need for specialized design.
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Is this RAP gap funding?
Yes.
Can you define what "facade" means. Can funding be used for streetscape or just for a specific

building?

Facades are the portions of the building that impact the public realm or the streetscape.
Sometimes the facade extends into the streetscape through planter boxes attached to the
building or a rail that goes around an outdoor dining area, but they are attached to and part of a
specific building facade.

Is there an operational definition for what makes a project "extraordinary" and become
eligible for more than $1.5 million for a project?
Grant awards for a single project with an extraordinary economic development impact or public
benefit that has maximized all other state loans and financing tools as determined by the MEDC,
will be eligible for an award amount up to the lesser of $5 million or 50% of the Eligible Costs.
Any project for consideration must pursue and maximize all additional programs and/or funding
sources available to support the project (e.g., Loan capacity, Housing TIF, Federal Historic Tax
Credit, etc.). Also, any instances of Extraordinary Economic Development Impact/Public Benefit
shall satisfy the Investing in Place guidance found on page 9 of the Building Strong Communities
Brochure, and embody one or more of the additional qualities described below:
o Project will eliminate long lasting instances of blight and/or environmental
contamination (10+ years), through the redevelopment of the property.
o Project has a geographic correlation, and addresses community needs associated with a
significant, strategic MEDC investment.
o Projectis proposed in an area of historic disinvestment and has not seen new or
rehabilitated mixed-use development in 5+ years.
** All projects funded under these criteria are subject to RAP regional targets and will
significantly impact the availability of additional funding for other projects in the region.**

Can RAP Real Estate Rehab projects include the construction of apartments within a mixed-
use build? Is mixed use REQUIRED for the real estate piece?

A mixture of uses is not required for every real estate redevelopment application. Please refer
to the Investing in Place guidance found on page 9 of the Building Strong Communities
Brochure, and contact your region’s Community Development Manager to discuss the project
and how well it aligns with the RAP program goals.

On the real estate/rehab applications, do eligible properties need to fit BOTH the "previously
developed property” AND location requirements?

Yes. Competitive applications for RAP Real Estate Rehab will meet all program requirements. If a
project application does not meet all requirements, it is unlikely to be competitive enough to
secure funding.

Can RAP Real Estate grants be applied to single family homes that need rehab?
No. The rehabilitation of single-family homes would not be competitive for this funding.

Can we apply for the real estate development grant if the project has already begun?
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In most cases, if the project has begun you are no longer eligible. However, if you would like to
discuss unique aspects of your project that can only be completed with additional funding, you
are welcome to contact your region’s Community Development Manager to discuss your
project.

For Real Estate Rehab & Development, can it be a blight rehab project not within city limits?
Just outside city limits?

The location requirement is not related to a city limit line. Please refer to the program
guidelines found on the website here for details on eligible property for Real Estate
Rehabilitation and Development.

Can the Land Bank act as the developer or does a developer need to be identified for the real
estate rehab & development grant?
A Land Bank may be the developer for a real estate rehab and development grant.

Can a DDA apply to use the funds to both acquire and redevelop a key vacant building in the
downtown under the real estate rehab program?
Yes, however demonstration of property control would be important at the time of application.

What are the scoring criteria for real estate rehab and development? Specifically, are points
taken away for grantees that have previously been awarded a RAP grant?

Real estate rehabilitation and development grant applications are available on the website and
are not scored, but are rather reviewed as they come in based on considerations in the
guidelines, Investing in Place guidance and competitiveness within the region. Having previously
received RAP funding will not negatively impact an application.

If the RAP Real Estate Rehab and Development application is already open with rolling
application approval, will there be funding still available for RAP Public Space and
Subgrant/Facade applications when that closes in January?

Yes, funds will be reserved for at least one place-based award each region.

How do we determine if our communities proposed project best qualifies for a Subgrant or for
the individual Public Space grant?

The main distinction between the two grant options is the amount of grant funding available.
Projects requesting a grant of more than $500,000 will need to apply individually.

For the RAP Public Space Place-Based Infrastructure Grant, if we have an easement for the
property but do not own it, is the project still eligible to receive funding?

A long-term easement for the property can be considered site control. A project is going to be
more competitive if the easement, property access, or acquisition of the property is in place
prior to the application submission.

Can public space place-based infrastructure projects be utilized to purchase and develop a
property? (i.e. purchase a vacant lot for a park)

Yes, however demonstration of site control through a purchase agreement or option at the time
of application will help the application be more competitive.
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If we have a project that we believe will fit into RAP public space, but not sure and would like
to discuss - is it ok to contact the Community Development Manager (CDM)?
Yes, you are encouraged to contact your region’s Community Development Manager.

If a proposed project already has funding through another MEDC resource, can they apply for
RAP funding as well?
Please refer to question 10.

Must public space improvement projects be located within a traditional downtown?
Please refer to question 7.

Would a library expansion within a city hall complex, but not within a traditional downtown,
be eligible for an award under the RAP program? If so, which type of application?

The project as described does not sound like it would be competitive within the application
round. The project would need to meet location requirements. Please see guidelines for
location requirements for all application types, and contact your region’s Community
Development Manager to discuss further.

Would a major thoroughfare or an area like the Joe Louis Greenway be considered a location
qualifying a property?

Please refer to the guidelines for qualification requirements and contact your region’s
Community Development Manager to discuss other project specific questions.

For an area that is more in a neighborhood with a commercial row that needs a hefty
investment and effort in building a district, focus on boosting marginalized identity and
economic growth. Are these factors taken into consideration?

These efforts would be part of long-term impacts or local and regional impact in the application
considerations.

Can you talk more about project location regarding "downtown adjacent" locations? What is
considered adjacent to the downtown area?

This can really depend on the size of the community and availability of pedestrian infrastructure.
Please contact your region’s Community Development Manager if you are unsure of the
eligibility of your project location.

Will prevailing wages be required?
No.

Does a project have to have suspected funding amount needed, or does the board determine
what amount is given?

Applicants will be required to provide cost estimates, all available sources of funding, and a
request for RAP funding that matches the demonstrated gap between the project cost and the
sources of funding that are secured at the time of application.

Are MPOs eligible to apply?
Yes.
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60. There are a few projects in the DDA district | work for that | think would be eligible to apply
for these programs. What would be my next steps?
Contact your region’s Community Development Manager.

61. What is the time frame for notification for real estate awards?
Timing will be impacted by the complexity of the proposed project and availability of application
materials. Please contact your region’s Community Development Manager for an initial
discussion of the project and potential time frame.

62. Can a community submit more than one project for consideration? If the application process
requires a recommendation from the highest local public official, how does that work if there
is more than one proposed project submitted?

We encourage communities to consider what their highest priorities are when submitting letters
of support for RAP funding. Multiple small projects could be supported through a subgrant
application, or a community could submit more than one larger project with each project
prioritized locally, as first, second, third, etc.

63. Will the application be incentivizing projects that incorporate universal design? How many
extra points might be awarded for incorporating universal design?
There will be scoring related to universal design. Scoring details are forthcoming.

64. Will detailed project drawings and/or designs and budgets be required?
Project drawings/designs, cost estimates and overall project budgets will be required on the
application.

65. Can an entity apply for more than one grant type?
Yes

66. Within the regional allocations, are there target percentages of real estate development
awards to place-based awards and regional subgrants?
At least one place-based infrastructure award will be given to each region.

67. Can funds awarded be used for employee salaries to sustain the project once physical
revitalization is completed, or is it solely for physical revitalization?
Grant funds and matching funds are for the physical revitalization, with the exception that
subgrant applications may include a request for funding for administration of the subgrant
program. Project will need to have plans for maintenance and long-term sustainability of the
site after the physical revitalization has occurred.

68. Are these Federal funds?
No, this program is not using Federal funds.

69. Are there any large differences between this year's RAP program (real estate development
specifically) and the MCRP program?
The programs are very similar, with some differences in eligible costs and disbursement timing.
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70. The appropriation in the state budget mentioned a "talent partnership program" and "local
talent plans." Are those related to the RAP program at all, or will those be a separate program
altogether?

The talent partnership program will be a separate program.

71. For the RAP Subgrant funding, who are eligible applicants? Would a Habitat for Humanity or
similar non-profit organization qualify as an eligible applicant? Could 1 award have 2
applicants or co-applicants?

Please refer to question 3 for eligible applicants. Habitat for Humanity could be eligible and yes,
an application could have co-applicants, but there would need to be one lead applicant who
would describe the co-applicant structure in the application.

72. What is the period of performance for the Public Spaces and subgrant programs? How will
compliance work for each of the program types?
Reporting may extend for approximately one year after project completion.

73. Does RAP funding require a local match?
The RAP grant will pay for no more than 50% of the project’s eligible costs. The other 50% is
considered the match and it can come from a variety of sources. No specific local match is
required. The applicant must express the need for RAP funding.

74. Does the amount of your local match impact your grant score?
The amount of local match is not scored, but the partnerships and project impacts are.
Therefore, in some cases greater local match could result in greater project impact or could be
considered a demonstration of strong partnerships.

75. Can funds invested in the project, property or building before the time of application be
included in the matching funds being considered? If so, how far back before the time of
application can an applicant go to count these funds?

Certain pre-development funds invested in a project before the time of application can be
considered eligible costs and typically those costs would have been incurred no more than 12
months before the application was submitted.

Updated 10/30/2024

76. Can RAP be used for new construction?
Yes, please contact your Community Development Manager to confirm eligibility and
competitiveness. They will help answer questions and direct you to the application.

77. Can RAP be used for public recreational facilities?
The RAP program is focused on activating space in walkable mixed-use areas like downtowns
and neighborhood commercial nodes. Some recreational facilities make sense in those areas,
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and some do not. We would be looking for the project to meet the location requirements as
well as local planning goals and economic development strategies.

If 50% of the project is less than $500,000, can more than 50% be funded?

The grants cannot fund more than 50% of the project. If that is less than $500,000, then you
could work with other communities who have smaller projects to create a regional subgrant
application. Subgrant projects must include grants that are no more than $500,000.

Can murals or public art be components of a fagade program?
Murals and public art can be components of a fagade program that includes other building
improvements.

If a Downtown Development Authority has existing business and property owner support
programs that were not explicitly fagade programs, would that experience be considered to
establish the organization’s past performance to administer a fagcade grant program?

The business and property owner support program would probably not adequately allow the
grantee to respond to the question about past fagade program processes and outcomes.

How will matching funds will be verified during the application process?

Funds must be committed prior to the grant application submission; this can be documented via
a letter of commitment from a lender/contributor or a resolution from a local unit of
government. The timing of access to funds should be referenced in the letter or resolution and
should align with your construction schedule.

Will partial awards be issued to stand-alone or subgrant projects?

Subgrant awards may be for amounts less than what is requested in the application based on
potentially ineligible or non-competitive projects within the request. Partial awards may also be
necessary due to lack of funding availability and the need for geographic distribution of funds.
Individual public space projects are not likely to be decreased or given partial awards. Real
estate projects will be awarded based on the demonstrated gap.

Would a community-run fagcade program that provides loans for facades rather than grants be
eligible to apply for a subgrant?

Yes, as long as the 50% match is secured, it can come from the grantee (entity administering the
facade program) or the subrecipient (building owner), or some combination of both.

Updated 11/14/2024
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Please note that there was an error in the answer to question #11 that has been corrected.
There is no minimum of maximum for a subgrant program application. The subrecipient
projects within the application can not request more then $500,000 each.

| am interested in rehabbing several buildings in a downtown area and if my project was
awarded a RAP grant, what is the time frame for when the money must be expended (for
reimbursement)?

Timing will be customized to the needs of each project. Please contact your region’s Community
Development Manager for an initial discussion of the project and potential time frame.
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For the RAP Public Space place-based infrastructures, what is the technical definition of a
central city neighborhood ?

A central city neighborhood for purposes of this program is neighborhood that is entirely or
partially within a central business district.

Could the RAP funding be used to develop senior housing — independent, assisted and possible
dementia/Alzheimer’s care?

If the proposed housing or care facility is meeting the goals and other requirements of the
program as detailed in the Guidelines and if it is located on a site that meets the location
considerations, then it may qualify. Please contact your region’s Community Development
Manager to discuss specific considerations and competitiveness of the proposed application.

Can a consultant apply on behalf of a client community, or must the application be completed
and submitted by the applicant agency?

A consultant may apply on behalf of the applicant organization, and will be able to indicate who
from the applicant organization is authorized to enter into a grant agreement. Verification of
that authorization may be requested when applications are being reviewed.

What funding qualifies as a match?

Any funding used to pay for eligible costs can qualify as match as long as the costs are
substantiated and documented per the grant agreement and are not being reimbursed as part of
the RAP Grant.

Is there anything about a non-profit that would disqualify them from being an applicant for
public space projects?

A non-profit would not be disqualified from applying for a public space project, but they would
want to ensure that they have authority to make improvements to the public space where the
project is to be built.

Does being a recipient of past funding negatively affect your ability to receive funding in this
round?

Having received funding in the past would not disqualify your application or result in a lower
score. If your application’s score is tied with an application from a jurisdiction that has not
received other RAP funding, the other application may be selected in order to have better
distribution of RAP funding overall.

Are roads in industrial parks eligible/competitive?
Road improvement projects would not meet the definition of Public Space Place-based
infrastructure. See question #32.

How and when is money allocated for property acquisition and predevelopment costs?
Property acquisition and other predevelopment costs are eligible however they need to be part
of an approved project that is activating underutilized space and will only be reimbursed as part
of the larger development project.

Do you offer grant writing assistance?
No


https://www.michiganbusiness.org/4a9a00/globalassets/documents/arpa/rap-3-guidelines.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/492f36/globalassets/documents/maps/cateam-map.pdf
https://www.miplace.org/492f36/globalassets/documents/maps/cateam-map.pdf

95.

96.

Will the online application save information before submitting? Is there a formatting
requirement? Can others be assigned to review the application online without printing?
The online application is saved and can be returned to and updated until the point that you
indicate that you are ready to submit the application. The best way to have others review the
application before submitting it would be to print the application.

Is there a deadline for public space place-based investment and facade grant funds to be
spent?
All funds must be spent by June 30 2027.



